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NOTEWORTHYMAMMALDISTRIBUTION RECORDS
FORTHENEVADATEST SITE

iMiilip A. Mcdica'

Previous reports on the mainmals ot tlie

Nevada Test Site, Nye County, Nevada (Jor-

gensen and Hayward 1965, O'Farrell and

Emery 1976), indicate the presence of 46 spe-

cies (42 terrestrial mammals and 4 bats).

Under a new project entitled Basic Envi-

ronmental Compliance and Monitoring Pro-

gram at the Nevada Test Site, two previously

uncollected species of mammals were ob-

tained, and a range extension for a third spe-

cies was documented during the 1988 sam-

pling season. Voucher specimens have been
deposited at the Nevada State Museum in Las

Vegas, Nevada.

Mustela frenata nevadensis Hall. —Small-

animal trapping was conducted on three con-

secutive nights in Rock Valley, Nye County,

Nevada, elevation 1,035 m. (14-16 June

1988). On 15 June 1988 two M. f. nevadensis

(an adult female and a juvenile female) were
captured in Sherman traps. This record ex-

tends the known range on the Nevada Test

Site approximately 58 km south of the previ-

ous known locality. Prior records reported

M. /. nevadensis from the vicinity just south of

Whiterock Spring in northwestern Yucca Flat

in the Grayia-Lycium community (Jorgensen

and Hayward 1965). The male M. f. nevaden-

sis (4298 BYU) cited by Jorgensen and Hay-
ward (1965) was collected on 15 May 1961,

dead on the road, and measured 386-130-41-

no ear measurement, no skull (Jorgensen,

personal communication). I observed an addi-

tional juvenile live specimen in early April

1987 approximately 4 km southeast of White-
rock Spring; it was later released. Additional

published records for M. f. nevadensis exist

for the Spring Mountains, Clark County, Ne-
vada, —50km southeast of Rock Valley, where
weasels were observed but not collected (Burt

1934), and Arlemout, Esmeralda (bounty, Ne-
vada, 1,478 m. Fish Lake Valley (Hall 1951:

290), which is -210 km northwest of Rock
Valley.

The juvenile female specimen collected

in Rock Valley, 36°41'N, 116°11'W,

(NSMLV-M-9202) measured 319-110-32-17

and weighed 91 g. It is important to note that

Rock Valley lies at the northern edge of the

Specter Range along the southern boundary
of the Nevada Test Site. The vegetation con-

sists primarily of Larrea tridentata, Lyciimi

andersonii, Lijcium pallidum, and Andjrosia

duniosa (Romney et al. 1973). This region is

located in an area that contains no above-

ground permanent water source. The nearest

source is a "tinaja, a small rock crevice with

an opening approximately 20 cm that stores

water collected from runoff; it is approxi-

mately 5 km west of the locality in which the

M. /. nevadensis were collected.

Urocyon cinereoargenteus scottii Mearns.
—One specimen was collected dead on

Holmes Road, 1.3 km northwest of the junc-

tion of Holmes Road and Stockade Wash
Road, Nevada Test Site, NveCountv, Nevada
(37°10'N, 116°13'W), at 0700 hr on 2 Au-
gust 1988. This immature female specimen
(NSMLV-M-9203) measured 727-310-120-70

and weighed 1733 g. This location is at the

southern end of Rainier Mesa at an elevation

of 1,993 m and at the lower edge of pinyon-

juniper habitat. Hall (1946:241) cited a trap-

per capturing gray fox at 2,194 m, 8.9 km
northwest of Whiterock Spring during the

winter of 1930-31 in pinyon timber. This

locality was most likely on the top of Rai-

nier Mesa or Aqueduct Mesa in the Belted

Range on the Nevada Test Site. An addition-

al sighting was recorded on Pahute Mesa by
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D. Badger on 29 September 1986, 3.4 km
north of Silent Canyon (37°19'N, 116°19'W)

along Dead Horse Flats Road, Nevada Test

Site, at an elevation of 2, 102 m.

This specimen (NSMLV-M-9203) verifies

the Hall (1946) record and substantiates Jor-

gensen and Hayvvard s (1965) contention that

this species would eventually be collected on

the Nevada Test Site, which falls within the

distribution illustrated by Hall (1981).

Microdipodops megacephalus sabulonis

Hall. —Three specimens were captured on

Pahute Mesa, 0.3 km north of the junction of

Pahute Mesa Road and Buckboard Mesa
Road (37° 15' N, 116° 28' W) at an elevation of

1,919 m, one on 29 June 1988 and two on 19

August 1988. The two August specimens

were preserved and provide the first voucher

specimens for the Nevada Test Site, Nye
Countv, Nevada. These specimens measured

(NSmLV-M-9200) male, 147-75-25-10, 12 g;

(NSMLV-M-9201) female, 150-75-24-10, 13

g. Jorgensen and Hayward (1965) reported

collecting three specimens north of the

Nevada Test Site in Kawich Valley (BYU
4485, 4486, 4487). Two additional records of

M. rn. sabulonis exist from the Nellis Bomb-
ing and Gunnery Range northeast of the Ne-

vada Test Site. One specimen (BYU 4097) was

collected 7 km north of the northeast

boundary of the Nevada Test Site, and the

second record was reported by Bradley and

Moor (1975) from 8 km north of the northeast

boundary of the Nevada Test Site. The two

specimens of M. m. sabulonis reported here

(NSMLV-M-9200, NSMLV-M-9201) extend

the known distribution approximately 32.2

km southwest of Kawich Valley and on to

Pahute Mesa on the Nevada Test Site.
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